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Mr President,
Ministers, Ambassadors, honoured participants.

It is a huge privilege to be able to address this important session of the National Development Council on behalf of the European Union. 

The European Union, together with other development partners, recognizes that Tajikistan is currently facing a very demanding and challenging period in its economic, social and political life. We understand the broader economic, political and security challenges that reflect developments both in Tajikistan, in the region and beyond.  We are aware of the dangers the country faces both from within and from outside, and we stand beside Tajikistan in these challenging times.

The European Union and Tajikistan maintain dynamic cooperation and an honest dialogue. It enables us to exchange ideas and initiatives, to convey our concerns when deemed necessary and also to elaborate on broader strategic issues.

I see the New Development Strategy of the Republic of Tajikistan 2016-2030 to be the outgrowth of this dialogue, during which – together with other development partners of Tajikistan – we have emphasized the importance of a political commitment on the part of the leadership of the country to not only address the current economic challenges, but also to build a new basis for Tajikistan's long-term economic and social development.
Tajikistan has gone through several difficult periods since independence. The nation has seen a devastating civil war, which was in turn followed by reconstruction, reconciliation and renewal. Now there are new challenges facing the country that need a new approach.

The New Development Strategy 2016 – 2030 can be this landmark platform and a starting point for a new model of growth, competitiveness, self-sustainability and self-reliance.  It provides a vision, and this vision needs to be accompanied by liberalization, by improved and reformed administrative capacities and functioning institutions, a stronger rule of law, an enhanced investment climate, sustained support for small and medium enterprises and improved education, health and social sectors.

We strongly believe that strengthening Tajikistan's national economy and the country's social cohesion will be the most important assets to national security and long-term development and prosperity.

The Tajik nation deserves a comprehensive and forward-looking effort, oriented towards the future.
The fact that Tajikistan has decided to shape its New Development Strategy 2016-2030 within the framework of the UN Sustainable Development Goals is very symbolic.  Tajikistan thereby puts its visions in a greater political context, and this testifies to the importance of political will and leadership that is required to achieve its goals.

Indeed, strong political will, visionary leadership, persistent and focused work and unity around this new development driver will be essential. Development partners can only help where there is a genuine domestic will. 

We are ready to do so and we welcome the fact that the UN and the EU have been requested to support the Tajik authorities in the implementation of all stages of the New Development Strategy 2016-2030.  This testifies also to the country's readiness to welcome external expertise and know-how through political, institutional, technical and other forms of assistance.

The European Union has of course already a long-standing relationship with Tajikistan's Government. 

The challenges facing Tajikistan have been discussed at many instances over the last few months, including during President Rahmon's visit to Brussels and during his discussions with both the Presidents of the European Union and of the European Commission.  We also had in-depth discussions during the February session of the EU – Tajikistan Cooperation Council.  In the course of a joint mission of the EU Special Representative for Central Asia and the Development Cooperation Department of the European Commission, the need to lift the Tajik economy to a new level, as well as the main features of the New Development Strategy have been discussed. We have also agreed to set up a new Sub-Committee for development cooperation within the Cooperation Council, and to start working on future EU engagement in the implementation of the NDS.  This we will do on the basis of current EU Multiannual Indicative Programing which, in fact, covers the period until 2020 and very much corresponds with the Government`s priorities in this first phase of NDS implementation: education, health and rural development. 

The New Development Strategy can become the tool to respond to the current situation, to liberalize, redesign and modernize Tajikistan`s economy, and to introduce a new model of growth. In order to succeed and to ensure the credibility of the Strategy the Government will have to vigorously implement reforms. Liberal reforms are fundamental to accelerate private sector growth, to improve the business climate and to attract foreign investment. They are critical to generating revenues to finance basic public services and social policies. They are critical to building administrative capacities. They are critical to improving energy, infrastructure and transportation networks as the foundation stones for a modern and effective economy. They are critical for the international profile of the country. And, last but not least, they are critical to creating jobs and to providing equal opportunities for participation for all Tajik citizens.

Thus, good governance, liberalization, the implementation of the rule of law and the fight against corruption will have to be top priorities of the Strategy. The New Development Strategy can only thrive in a stable, transparent and trustful environment. Development partners stand ready to support a new momentum to address these critically important issues, but the commitment has to come from the Tajik authorities.

Mr President, dear participants,

We recognize that current challenges are offering a new opportunity. We also recognize that with the New Development Strategy Tajikistan is aiming to take a major step forward in its national development.

We stand ready to support you and to assist you in this crucial endeavour and we stand by your side as we have done during many years already.
Thank you for your attention. 
