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Your Excellency, highly distinguished Mr. President of the Republic of Tajikistan,

Dear partners, colleagues, friends,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Today, I have the great honor to warmly welcome you all on behalf of the United Nations in this important event, the National Development Council meeting devoted to discussion of the new long-term national development strategy of the Republic of Tajikistan for 2016-2030 and the prospects of its implementation in the medium term. It is encouraging that during the meeting we will also discuss alignment of the global development priorities - sustainable development goals (SDGs) - with the national strategies in the long and medium term.

As the UN Resident Coordinator in Tajikistan, over the last 5 years, I have witnessed the successful development of Tajik Government’s capacity in coordination, planning and execution of national and global development strategies. It was encouraging to see the huge efforts at all levels of government, from the highest level - the President of the Republic of Tajikistan, the Leader of the Nation, HE Mr. Emomali Rahmon, to fulfill the tasks set by the Government as part of the country's commitments to achieve the Millennium Development Goals in the period 2000-2015. Due to the efforts of the Government of Tajikistan, with the technical and operational support of UN and the international community, the MDGs were duly reflected in all national development strategic papers from 2007 to 2015. Over the years, significant progress has been made; the most important were the large-scale reduction of poverty in the country from 64% in 2003 to 31% in 2015 and universal coverage of primary education. Implementation of the MDGs and the National Development Strategy (NDS) 2015 was marked by other significant advances in girls' enrollment in secondary education, reducing maternal and child mortality, curbing the growth of TB and HIV, and, in particular, the eradication of malaria in the country. Nevertheless, there are still many problems; the success of MDGs was prevented by the complex socio-economic factors, including: the vulnerability of the country's economy to external influences, existing level of poverty, malnutrition and lack of clean drinking water, especially in rural areas, uneven regional development, gender differences and low economic activity of women, discrimination and social exclusion of certain groups, and other reasons.

Based on the results of the execution of the previous national development strategy, it is clear that the people of Tajikistan, the Government, civil society and the international community still have a lot of work to implement the commitments made by the country in the framework of the MDGs and the new global development agenda - SDGs. I am particularly pleased to note the active participation of Tajikistan in the large-scale global inclusive consultations, to identify post 2015 global development agenda. The national consultations not only allowed making recommendations to the global agenda beyond 2015; the country has also identified the key priorities of national development; it has developed an analytical framework, a set of measures and ideas that have been later reflected in the new long-term National development strategy for the period 2016-2030. It is gratifying to see the obvious relationship of national long-term and medium-term priorities with the SDGs. Organizations of the United Nations are ready to continue full cooperation with the Government of the Republic, civil society and development partners to adapt the SDGs in the national policy, to develop a system of national indicators and to further institutionalize the mechanisms of enforcement, monitoring and assessment of the SDGs.

In this context, I want to emphasize the role of the United Nations, which from the beginning was actively promoting the process of inclusion of global priorities into national strategies, regular monitoring of their execution and the analysis of lessons learned. The strategic priorities of the country, along with the global development goals served as the main reference for UN and, hence, have been reflected in the programs of all UN agencies working in the Republic of Tajikistan, and, of course, in the main document regulating the cooperation of the UN with the Republic - the UN Development Assistance Framework (UNDAF). We are very pleased to note that over the past six years under the UNDAF for Tajikistan all agencies, funds and programs of the United Nations in Tajikistan implemented programs totaling 383 million US dollars.

The new UNDAF which was developed and signed with the Government of RT earlier this year, is designed for the period 2016-2020, with the estimated funding in the amount of about 363 million US dollars (however, the practice shows that the actual amount of funding may be much higher during the program execution period). The new UNDAF was developed in parallel with the National Development Strategy 2030 and its medium-term document, in close consultation with national partners. Today I can say with a confidence that the new UNDAF reflects the main priorities of the country as defined in these documents. The new Framework is based on the foundations laid during the execution of the previous UNDAF; at the same time, it includes a set of measures to prevent new challenges and mitigate internal and external risks to the country.

I want to emphasize that the new UNDAF will focus on improving the situation in the following areas of development such as democratic governance, the rule of law and human rights, sustainable and equitable economic development, social development (health, education and social protection system), and expansion of citizens' rights and opportunities, the empowerment of the most vulnerable groups and citizen’s  access to relevant food and nutrition, improved water and sanitation, improving policy and operational system for the protection of the environment and sustainable management of natural resources.
I believe that the new UNDAF will promote and strengthen the successful partnership between the Government of Tajikistan and the United Nations system organizations to achieve Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

It is gratifying to note the high importance that the Government of Tajikistan attaches to cooperation in the field of human development with the United Nations institutions in the country. In particular, through close collaboration with national partners, the UN throughout more than 20 years is actively implementing best practices in various fields and areas, including poverty reduction, promotion of trade, economic and social planning, strengthening of state and local government systems, public health, prevention of disaster risk, energy management and environmental protection.

It is also necessary to emphasize that in addition to issues of national planning, building capacity for local governments planning plays a vital role for implementation of development programs at local, regional and district levels. In this regard, I would like to particularly highlight the role of the UN, which is in close partnership with the Ministry of Economic Development and Trade and local administration in development and adoption of the national methodology for local development planning and monitoring performance of district development plans. Through long-term successful partnership with the ministry and local authorities, at the end of 2015, 58 districts (out of 69 cities and districts) have their own development programmes, and 33 of them introduced monitoring and evaluation system. Last year alone, with the help of UN experts, together with the MEDT District Development Programmes were elaborated and adopted in 21 districts and cities of the of the republic, (13 of them for the first time). Assistance was also provided to develop three regional programs - in GBAO, Sughd and Khatlon regions. In addition, the automated M&E system was introduced to monitor the process of implementation of strategic documents at the national level (NDS-2015 and LSIS 2013-2015) in 20 ministries and departments of the republic. To this end, more than 435 professionals were trained to work with the monitoring and evaluation system.

Also, I must note successful cooperation of UN with the State Committee on Investments and State Property Management on the coordination of external development aid. Creation and regular updating of the management information system for external aid has allowed in recent years to ensure coordination and targeting of partners’ contributions for development to achieve the goals set out in the medium-term Living Standard Improvement Strategy of Tajikistan in 2013-2015 (LSIS 2013-2015).

We believe that the functions of monitoring and coordination of all participants of NDS process of implementation is the most important success factor.

Currently, there is a need for a logical continuation of the methodological, organizational and institutional support from the UN and further promoting the exchange of experience with key institutions of the Government of Tajikistan. Alignment of SDGs and human development issues with the national and sectoral policies is an essential condition for sustainable and equitable approach in the planning and decision-making.

As part of the new integrated approach UN intends to continue cooperation with the Ministry of Economic Development and Trade, the Local Development Committee under the President of the Republic of Tajikistan, other key partners and stakeholders, including civil society, on issues of strategic planning, monitoring and evaluation, aid coordination and data collection by providing technical assistance for linking global, national and local development strategies.

In this regard, we hope that the joint efforts of the UN with the Government will have a significant and positive impact on the successful execution of the SDGs and it certainly will give new impetus to strengthening the innovative partnerships in the framework of international development.

We know and highly appreciate His Excellency, President Emomali Rahmon the only head of state who personally supports and attends the World Summits on the Millennium Development Goals and the Sustainable Development Goals since 2000.

We believe that all the latest strategic documents of national development, including the strategy under consideration today, were developed with intensive technical support of the UN and with a high level of coordination with international development partners, taking into account global issues. In this connection, planned high level event on highlighting the experience of Tajikistan in the development of national strategies linked to the priorities of the global level within the framework of the UN General Assembly session scheduled for September 2016 and to be arranged with participation of the European Union, in our opinion would be useful to others countries.

In conclusion, I would like to once again express my sincere gratitude to the Government of Tajikistan for the support and promotion of the development process in Tajikistan, as well as a special strategic role in the adaptation and the nationalization of the SDGs.

Also, I would like to thank all our national and international development partners, for their continued support and effective cooperation in the implementation of UN initiatives in Tajikistan and express my confidence that the successful implementation of UNDAF in close liaison with the NDS and MTDS 2016-2020 2030 will bring another significant contribution to our joint development efforts.

I want to wish all of us success.

Thank you for attention! 
