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Your Excellency Mr. President,

Distinguished ministers and development partners,

Ladies and gentlemen,

Today I have a great honor to represent the development partners of Tajikistan in this important event dedicated to exclusively important issue – formulation of the development concept of Tajikistan for the next 15 years.
This year is very special for Tajikistan, as well as for all other countries, because 15 years ago based on the United Nations initiative these countries represented by their Head of States and Governments have joined the Millennium Declaration and adopted a set of global Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). It should be noted that the Republic of Tajikistan over the years consistently and effectively implements number of measures aimed at achieving goals and objectives reflected in this Declaration.

Successful implementation of the National Development Strategy of the Republic of Tajikistan for the period to 2015 and a series of subsequent medium-term poverty reduction and middle class formation strategies allowed the country:

 (i) to reduce the poverty level for more than two times! I think a few countries have achieved such impressive results in such a short period of time;

(ii) to start the reform of the public administration system, the main feature of which must be transparency, accountability and combating corruption;

(iii) to continue the development of the private sector and attract foreign investment, which is the basis on expansion of economic freedoms, strengthening property rights and the rule of law, the development of various forms of public-private partnerships;
(iv) to continue the further development of the human capacity of the country by improving the quality and accessibility of social services, promoting the participation of various groups in the development and strengthening of social partnership with involvement of civil society institutions.

We note with satisfaction that under the Millennium Development Goals the Government apart from significantly reducing the overall level of poverty, also considerably reduced the child and maternal mortality, improved coverage of children in primary and secondary education, increased the participation of women in national development, strengthened the cooperation with international institutions in human rights protection and personal freedoms guaranteed by the Constitution of Tajikistan. Consequently, it is necessary to note that in these areas as part of a new development strategy, despite some successes achieved previously, there are still serious problems. Therefore, within development of the new strategy it is necessary to clearly define these outstanding issues and to establish concrete and achievable relevant national goals, for which it is also necessary to assign, in advance, the national authorities responsible for their implementation and related indicators and real mechanisms for monitoring their achievement.

I would like to highlight that, in our opinion, the international development institutions in the framework of DCC has made a significant contribution to achieving the Millennium Development Goals in the country by assisting the formulation and implementation of the long-term policy development. 

We are confident that the joint efforts of the Government and all development partners will contribute in improvement of the country population living standards, improve the socio-economic planning, strengthening public administration and local governance systems, expansion of integration processes and diversification of economic activities that will allow the country to be fully competitive in the regional and global level. This joint work is extremely important especially now, when the economy of Tajikistan has already begun to suffer from consequences of global and regional crises, as well as various negative trends in the world market.

In this regard, I wish to emphasize that the Government accelerated on joining the efforts of public, private organizations and donor communities to harmonize the legislation according to WTO requirements and create more favorable conditions for business development and integration of Tajikistan into the world economy.
Given the importance of formulation of the concept of development of the Republic of Tajikistan for the long-term perspective, the development partners have traditionally reaffirms its full support to the Government in this direction and its active role in further developing the concept of national development strategy for 2016-2030. We are confident that this contribution in the development and subsequent implementation of this concept will be significant and effective.

In conclusion, I would like to once again thank all of our national and international development partners for effective mutual cooperation and attention to the importance of achieving international development goals adopted at the global level.
Thank you for your attention!
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