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Your Excellency, Mr. Emomali Rahmon, President of the Republic of Tajikistan, 
Dear high-ranking officials of the Government of the Republic of Tajikistan, 
Dear Mr. C.C. Yu, chairman of DCC, 
Dear distinguished partners, 
Ladies and gentlemen,
First of all, on behalf of Tajikistan’s development partners supporting DCC, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to President Rahmon and the Tajik government for hosting today’s Development Forum. 
This year 2015 is going to be a pivotal year for the global development. International community would renew its commitment for Disaster Risk Reduction in Japan next month, Financing for Development in Ethiopia in July, Post-2015 development goals in New York, and Climate Change framework in Paris in December. Likewise, I believe that today’s forum serves as a critical milestone for Tajikistan’s future economy by having intensive discussions jointly on what’s been achieved in the past based on the “Living Standard Improvement Strategy (2013-2015)”, and what are the challenges ahead and their priorities, to reflect into the next longer term visionary document of “National Development Strategy, 2030”.
Fourteen years ago in Tokyo, I chaired the World Bank Consultative Group meeting for this country just coming out from the civil war. Then eleven years later, on the eve of Tajikistan’s WTO accession, I was sitting here in the same place beside President Rahmon, listened and learned that LSIS aims at creating the basis to formulate middle-income class population to share the benefit of the country’s growth with much broader and wider bases of people.  President also emphasized the importance of solving such issues as food security, energy, and “communication deadlock”.
Looking back at the past two years, despite some challenging environment, much has been achieved, and I really congratulate President Rahmon and the Government for that.  Economic growth has been almost as high as anticipated in the LSIS, and per capita income finally surpassed $1000.  There were positive developments towards improved energy supply:  “Sangtuda 2 Hydro Power Plant” and “Dushanbe 2 Thermal Heat and Power Plant” were put into operation, and there are a number of small hydro power station projects being planned.  Connectivity in the country as well as with other neighboring countries has been increased by many transport sector projects.  CASA1000 and Central Asia-China pipeline projects will also contribute to increasing regional energy sector connectivity.  
However, quality of education and health are eroding and require more government funding. Business environment still needs improvement. Agriculture and industry need creative reforms for efficiency and diversity. In addition, the current external environment is even tougher than ever before; with spillover effect of downturn of Russia’s economy, increasing potential threat of Islamic fundamentalism and so on and so forth, all of which the President Rahmon clearly pointed in his address to Majilisi Oli on January 23.
Some of the policy actions in LSIS remain still valid.  But, the context that these policy actions are required is different from what it was yesterday.  For example, agriculture: export market conditions are different, competition is different, ex-migrants returning to the country need more job places in the farm, higher resilience is needed against ever harsher climate conditions. On the other hand, we noted a China’s new initiative for the region and the pipeline project. The new long-term “National Development Strategy 2030” should not be the simple extension of the past strategy, but rather be developed on thorough and deep examination on the current situation and careful future forecast on the environment and conditions of the entire world surrounding Tajikistan.
Today’s forum has a focus on Tajik economy’s transformation towards more efficiency, diversification and competitiveness in the region. For this purpose, the DCC has come up with many analysis and recommendations, ranging from budget implementation, logistic infrastructure, value chain development, legal and regulatory framework, financial sector development, production improvement at a field level etc.  There is a need to have well developed action plans on these issues.  And, as you go on and tackle with each of these things, coordination is required in order to ensure policy coherence in various fields.  And I must admit that this is something that I feel was missing in the implementation process of LSIS in some priority sectors. 
Finally, I would like to welcome that Tajikistan is making a big effort in promoting regional cooperation and playing more and more key roles in the international arena.  Hosting this year’s “High Level International Conference on International Decade for Action “Water for Life”, 2005-2015” is one of the examples.  Against the background of the current tough external environment, the need for regional cooperation is getting higher and higher in order to endure the adverse conditions. Without the stability of the region as a whole, peace and prosperity of Tajikistan will not be secured.
Let me wish you great success of the development forum today.
Thank you very much for your attention.
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