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President of the republic of tajikistan
Distinguished members of the Council!

Distinguished Partners!

Ladies and Gentlemen!

As part of the National Council agenda the interim results of National Development Strategy for the period of up to 2015 and the Living Standards Improvement Strategy for the period of 2013-2015 were presented and now I would like to express my views on the expressed issues.

First of all, I should remind that the National Development Strategy for the period up to 2015 aimed at achieving our highest goal - improving the quality of life of is adopted within the framework of the United Nations’ Millennium Development Goals.

Tracking the progress against the interim results of the National Development Strategy indicates that we made a considerable progress in achieving the set goal. 
Over the last eight years, positive trends are noted in the economic development, addressing social issues and development of different sectors of economy and regions of the country. 
During this period, the average annual growth of the gross domestic product reached 7% and the poverty rate has decreased from 53% in 2007 to 32% in 2014 and quality of life of population has improved considerably. 
Generally, within the context of implementing the National Development Strategy for the period of up to 2015 with the efforts of the Government, development partners and sincere work of the noble people of Tajikistan number of economic and social issues were addressed fully or partially. 
At the same time, given the limitation of time and high demand for resources, presence of obstacles, and the rapidly changing political situation in the region and the world number of problems are still left remaining. 
Particularly, the global financial crisis in 2008-2009 and significant change in the political and economic situation in the world in 2014, namely the volatility of prices in the world markets, the changing economic situation of the major trade partners of Tajikistan and the increasing fluctuation pressure on national currency, hindered the full implementation of measures and indicators of strategic documents. 
Despite the increasing global and regional threats, the Government of Tajikistan is continuously exploring solutions for achieving strategic objectives, sustainability of macro-economic indicators and social stability. 
In this regard, in order to effectively wrap up the National Development Strategy for the period of up to 2015 and the Living Standards Improvement Strategy for the period of 2013-2015 and other sectorial and regional projects, the implementation of which ends in 2015, it is important that the Ministry of Economic Development and Trade, other ministries and agencies and local government in cooperation with development partners efficiently use all the opportunities and potential and should prepare the final report and submit it to the Government. 
Honoured participants!
Ensuring economic sustainability and on the basis of it improving the quality of life of population, remains to be the ultimate goal of our further development. 

In this year message to Majlisi Oli I mentioned that in order to strengthen long-term sustainable development in the governmental strategies and projects for the period of up to 2030 we consider increasing efficient use of national resources, particularly human resources and capital assets and also institutional development of the country, as priority areas to consider. 
In relation to this, the Ministry of Economic Development and Trade together with other related ministries and agencies, local government and development partners are tasked to consider all the mentioned priorities in developing national strategies and projects and express a particular interest to three key indicators – efficiency, diversification and competitiveness of capacity and available resources and other national assets in all sectors and regions. 
Analysis of international experience shows that for achieving sustainable economic development, increasing the production of competitive national production and increasing export and reducing import, diversifying export by itself is not enough and that efficiency and diversification of all capacity and existing resources should be increased in a joint manner. 
Energy, release from communication deadlock and ensuring food security will be the three strategic goals to be implemented through the next strategy. 
At the same time, ensuring sustainability of macroeconomic indicators and efficiency of financial system, human development and strong social policy by improving the quality of social services to the population, diversifying production potential on the basis of domestic processing of raw materials and other national resources and institutional reforms in all areas, including business development and investment, should be considered as the priority directions of the country development in the next strategy. 
Therefore, with the involvement of high qualified professionals, civil society and development partners, the Ministry of Economic Development and Trade, together with related ministries and agencies and local government should prepare the National Development Strategy paper for the period of up to 2030 and the plan of mid-term development strategy and submit it for the review to the next meeting of National Development Council under the President of Tajikistan. 
In relation to what mentioned, I would like to emphasise that all sectorial and regional strategies should be developed and submitted in accordance with the National Development Strategy for the period of up to 2030, and also on the basis of robust analysis and consideration of real indicators and specific activities. 
In addition, as future development directions of the national economy, significant importance should be given to issues related to increasing effectiveness and efficiency of energy economy, improving access of dehkan farms to financial resources and improving production infrastructure in agriculture sector, tourism development, strengthening regional partnership and ensuring equal development of the regions in the country. 
Also, operation of real sector of economy should be improved using modern technologies and the best practices, and domestic production should involve a considerable proportion of added value by involving larger number entrepreneurs and investors. 
This process should evolve through considering the identification of existing and potential advantages of national economy and directions that ensure development. 
Also, development of efficient mechanisms and instruments that protect national economy from the impact of sensitive external factors are crucial for ensuring competitiveness of national economy and addressing its vulnerability. 
Recent developments in the world economy once again indicate the fact, that the modern world changes rapidly and to maintain a strong position, the Government should consider the impact of external factors into account while implementing economic and social policies. 
Abundance of opportunities, as good conditions for the agriculture development and production of industrial goods, developing infrastructure, existence of raw materials and good qualified personnel in different fields, political and social stability that exist in the country will serve as a solid basis for ensuring sustainable development of economy. 
Besides, the instable situation at the world market of modern world and weakened management mechanisms at the international market and its financial system, the Government will regularly invest efforts to ensure economic stability in the country and create better opportunities for the well being of population, increasing the number of middle class and creating more favourable conditions for business development. 
Therefore, I strongly believe that the contribution of government structures, public servants and the population of the country will increase addressing the issues related to ensuring implementation of strategic goals and identified priorities and that their participation in assuring development and simultaneously increasing quality of life of population will continue remaining active. 
I believe that the role of development partners of Tajikistan in implementing the existing and development of new strategy paper that identifies the directions and priorities for the long-term future will remain significant. 

In addition to the measures sought by the Government, significant financial and technical support of development partners is very essential for the effective implementation of the mentioned priorities and achieving the development goals. 
Distinguished members of the Council!

Honoured participants!

Today, in the frame of Council meeting we decided to also conduct Tajikistan development forum.
Prime minister Qohir Rasulzoda will chair the forum. 
A chain of long term objectives that we set ahead require in depth understanding and implementation of global solutions for the sake of sustainable development.  
We have a strong belief that today’s meeting will make a significant contribution to this direction. 

At the same time the government of Tajikistan will continuously work to increase the cooperation with the development partners in all aspects of social and economic life of the country and their integration into global economy. 
We hope that as a continuation of today’s National Development Council the Development Forum will discuss all the economic policy reforms, the process of implementing national level priorities and existing issues impeding the achievement of strategic goal and will come up with practical recommendations for ensuring economic development. 
Initiatives and suggestions will be made for the strategic priorities of the Government during the Forum and responsible people will work on addressing them. 
At this point, I wrap up the work of today’s meeting of the National Development Council and would like to wish success and good results for the participants of the Tajikistan Development Forum.

Wish you success and good health!
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