Tajikistan Development Forum

February 10, 2015                                                                                             Dushanbe
Joint Statement
of the Government of the Republic of Tajikistan
and Development Coordination Council
The 2015 Development Forum aims to review Tajikistan’s socio-economic progress in the period of 2007-2014, within the framework of the “National Development Strategy (2015)”, and “Tajikistan’s Living Standards Improvement Strategy (2013-2015)”. The event, initiated by the Government of Tajikistan (GoT) and Development Coordination Council (DCC), commenced by welcoming remarks of the President of Tajikistan, Emomali Rahmon. 
Development partners welcomed Tajikistan’s progress towards achieving the country’s strategic goals and national priorities, namely, a) ensuring energy independence; b) improving transport communication (internal, regional and international); c) ensuring food security, d)  public administration reform; e) developing the private sector; and f) developing human resources. They particularly acknowledged GoT’s efforts in reducing poverty levels across the country. 

At the Forum, the Government and development partners also considered Tajikistan’s remaining development challenges, particularly welfare improvement and poverty reduction, particularly in the rural areas. They also discussed the key priority directions for the next National Development Strategy. These documents will be focused around the theme of improving Tajikistan's economic efficiency, diversification and competitiveness.

Discussions also included Tajikistan’s macroeconomic sustainability and the effectiveness of the financial system; sustainable social policy; institutional reforms for enabling environment for trade, private sector development and investment; enhancing production capacity; development and improvement of energy and transport infrastructure and service quality; and development of human resources. 
Overall the, Tajikistan Development Forum provided a timely opportunity for key development stakeholders to discuss the significant issues for further economic development of the country. Development partners, once again, expressed their readiness to support Tajikistan’s development priorities. 
The Government of Tajikistan and development partners agreed that effective implementation of the following policy measures will establish a solid ground for Tajikistan’s economic development and contribute to the process of improving the wellbeing of the people in Tajikistan. 
1. Sustainable macro-economic and financial policy. Implement effective public financial management system; align fiscal and monetary policy; keep a balanced state budget; allocate necessary financial resources to prevent fiscal risks; approve and implement the new public financial management action plan; enhance national auditing system in line with international standards; and improve bank supervision function at the National Bank of Tajikistan. 
2. Long and medium-term strategy. “Tajikistan’s National Development Strategy, 2015” and “Tajikistan’s Living Standards Improvement Strategy, 2013-2015” are coming to the closure. The Government of Tajikistan together with Development Partners will allocate technical and financial resources to develop the next long-term strategy, 2016-2030, and the next mid-term strategy, 2016-2020. 
3. Improving Tajikistan’s competitiveness. Improve economic competitiveness through more effective coordination across the Government institutions responsible for business regulation and support; accelerating Agrarian Reform; effective use of existing resources and opportunities; increase and diversify production capacity based on processing of row materials and local resources, including in factory-farm and mining; develop a strategy to provide space and competition for private investment, and introduce a stable, transparent, efficient investment climate by improving delivery of regulatory services.  
4. Energy. Secure energy independence through construction of the new and rehabilitation of the existing power generation capacities; improve effectiveness and efficiency of energy use; increase energy sector attractiveness for potential investors through improved corporate governance, effective management of power utility (restructuring, improved accounting, billing and collection, enhanced transparency and free access to energy market); sustain Tajikistan’s position as energy exporting country. 
5. Industry and new technologies. Attract investment to expand production capacity and quality, enhance use of modern technologies, reduce high expenditure and effective use of resources, improve transparency through simplified business rules and regulations and remove administration barriers. 
6. Transport. Increase country competitiveness at the international and regional transport markets by developing the infrastructure of transport services on international highways in alignment with international requirements for transportation; create conditions for private sector participation in the development and harmonisation of transport infrastructure and services.  
7. Agriculture. Accelerate Agrarian Reform to facilitate the development of food and non-food crop value chains and to establish competitive and comparable advantage of Tajikistan’s agricultural products, enhance farmers’ access to financial resources and develop production infrastructure in agricultural sector, including building of modern storages for conserving fruits and vegetables; establish small enterprises for processing, packing and wrapping and decreasing waste of products;  
8. Food Security and Nutrition. Focus on improving all aspects of food security and nutrition including: increased availability of food (e.g. increased agricultural production and productivity as a result of agrarian reform); enhanced economic and physical access to food for households, including safety nets for the poorest; improve food security and nutrition monitoring and surveillance systems; improve prevention and treatment of children’s chronic and acute malnutrition.
9. Development of regional co-operations and integration into world economy. Improve foreign trade policy and regulations, increase country’s exporting capacity; improving Tajikistan’s contribution to the world trade; assist in regional cooperation; and develop tourism. 
10. Education. Sustain the development of human resources through enhanced citizens’ level of education and promote further investments in the education sector; introduce per-capita financing at all levels of education to increase budget transparency, accountability and effectiveness. 
11. Health and social protection of people. Implement health care financing reforms as per the strategic plan; scale up Basic Benefits Package; improve the quality of healthcare; enhance professional development of health-care professionals by providing trainings; finalize Tajikistan’s Social Protection Strategy; empower and improve quality and methods of social support provision; decrease malnutrition; develop a sustainable system of pension allocation and introduce individual, conditional or increasing pension account across the country.
12. Labour, migration and employment. Reduce migration rates by supporting the private sector, which in turn will create new in-country jobs; diversify migration destinations by establishing cooperation with related host countries, particularly on protecting citizens’ rights. 
13. Providing equal development of regions in the country. Improve local planning by introducing socio-economic development plans across the country by the end of 2015. Establish strong linkage of the planning and budgeting processes at the local level. Improve monitoring and evaluation system by establishing M&E units at the national and local levels. Establish a unified reporting system.  
14. Integrity: Development partners welcomed the Government's efforts in combating corruption as an obstacle for attracting more investments. They ensured to strengthen their support for the Government's anti-corruption policies and regulations, programs, and institutional capacity.
At the closing, development partners reaffirmed their financial and technical commitment towards Tajikistan’s development goals and priorities. Development Partners committed to work side by side with the Government of Tajikistan on the way to a more stable, diversified and competitive economy. 
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